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Content of the Work

The VireaLab has to be extended with additional components that allow the connection of additional 

information sources, like for instance a laptop. Using this environment a students’ exercise scenario has 

to be developed, which takes full advantage of the technical capabilities for networked collaboration. The 

exercise should include the vertical and horizontal interaction spaces as well as the videoconferencing 

system. The goal is to solve a typical problem of mechanical engineering within a networked team .

The concept of the exercise has to be discussed within an intermediate presentation and then 

implemented in the VireaLab. The overall practice has to be tested and optimized with a remote station, 

which is also available.

The work is the basis for a closer collaboration together with Blekinge Tekniska Högskola in Sweden.

Information & Administration

Andreas Kunz, CLA G9 - kunz@iwf.mavt.ethz.ch

Thomas Kennel, CLA G19.2 - kennel@inspire.ethz.ch

Anders Jönsson, BTH - anders.jonsson@bth.se

Work Packages

• Initiatory literature research on collaboration environments and on the capabilities of the VireaLab.

• Generation of a concept for a net-based students’ exercise on collaboration.

• Intermediate presentation.

• Implementation of the students’ exercise into the VireaLab.

• Testing and evaluation of the exercise with a remote station.

• Generation of a detailed handout for the students.

• Final presentation.

• Written final report.
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Background

The so-called “VireaLab” was developed within an ETH-internal research project. It offers horizontal and 

vertical interaction fields, which are interconnected. Recently, the system was enhanced with a 

videoconferencing unit und thus allow a fully networked collaboration.
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Abstract

In an era of very short innovation cycles there is a demanding 

need of performing the collaborative team-processes in a virtual 

environment. In the field of net-based collaboration there is an 

ongoing research at IWF/ICVR at ETH Zurich in order to 

perform these kinds of collaboration more efficiently. Now, the 

goal is to also integrate networked collaboration in the student

education process.


